
Minutes of the Community Development Committee 
Public Meeting 

August 30, 2010   11:30 a.m. 
Town Room, Town Hall 

Attendance 
Present: Mary-Jane Laus (MJL)(co-chair), Claude Tellier(CT)(co-chair), Jana McClure (JM)  
Nancy Gregg (NG); David Ziomek(DZ) & Nate Malloy (NM) (staff); Roy Rosenblatt(RR) 
(consultant); and Jan  Eidelson  Amherst Survival Center (visitors) 
 
Absent: None 
 
Called to order 
11:40am 
 
Minutes 
Meeting minutes from August 24, 2010 were approved unanimously (4-0) (moved: CT/JM) with 
the following corrections: 

• JM—general discussion on the various proposals presented during the Public Forum 
relative to the requested $450,000 by the Committee on Homelessness, JM asked for 
clarification on funding.  NM explained the difference between assessed value and 
appraised value (The Town can purchase the property for no more than the appraised 
value, which is commonly much more than the assessed value). 

• Acknowledgement that the request from Mary Streeter for funding for solar panels that 
could be purchased and stored for future use had no specific dollar figure and was not a 
formal request. 

Old Business  

i. Change in Target Areas was approved unanimously (4-0) (moved:CT/NG).  The 
Community Development Committee recommends the following changes to the 2009 
CDBG Target Areas: 

• Enlarge the Olympia Drive area by 1,000 feet south to include the Amherst 
Community Child Care Center and the Hawthorne property; and 

• Enlarge the Town Center Target Area currently just along Northampton Road, to 
include the Town Center for the accessibility projects. 

ii. Reviewed and assessed the 8 projects presented at the Public Hearing; more 
specifically the six clearly requesting funding. 
 

iii. The committee determined that the 2009 funding proposals would be ranked by the 
following criteria: 

• Feasibility 
• Readiness to be implemented 
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• Eligibility 
• Meeting target areas  
• Fitting community plans (Master Plan) 

 
The Community Development Committee voted unanimously (4-0) (moved: NG/JM) 
to support the following projects by order of preferences and with the following 
conditions: 
1. Olympia Drive pre-development costs;          $200,000+ 
2. Audible Crossing Signals      $26,200  (a) 
3. Amherst Survival Center architectural design...   $85,400  (b) 
4. Amherst Community Child Care Center      $80,000  (a) 
5. Hawthorn property demolition      $80,000  (a) 
 (a) Subject to approval of Target areas 
 (b) Subject to eligibility clearance with CDBG Office 
 

• If there is not sufficient funding for all the projects, funding to Hawthorne 
project should be reduced.  If there is excess funding should a possible project 
not be fundable by state ruling, extra money should go to Olympia Drive 
project. 

• We invite the Homelessness Committee to substantiate their presentation for 
the next round of funding. 

• No consideration was given to the North Amherst Community Farm Proposal 
as no appraisal nor a formal request were presented.  

 
New Business 
 

• NM explained the 2011 process with the new Open Meeting Law concerning Agenda, 
Minutes, and Posting etc. with schedule beginning in September 2010. 

• We agree to rotate recording clerk within all the members of the committee. 
• It is also wished that more members be added to the committee since the standard should 
be seven. 

 
Material Distributed at Meeting (Available upon request in the Planning Department) 
Meeting Agenda 
Minutes—August 24, 2010 
Map—2009 Target Areas 
Map—CDBG Income Eligible Block Groups 
Chart—Description of Public Hearing Proposals 
 
Next Meeting 
Tuesday, September 7th, 1.30 p.m. 
 
 
Meeting is adjourned at 2.00 pm. 


